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EPIDENDRUM DWYERIOIDES Hágsater et E.Santiago, sp. nov. 

Type: PANAMÁ: Bocas del Toro: Changuinola, Sierra Madre, 2200 m, 5 March 2000, Jardín Finca Drácula 483 y 
476, Erick Olmos & j. Nuñez 202. Holotype: AMO! (1Ilustration voucher.) 

Epidendro dwyeri Hágsate r simile sed floribu s minoribu s, labello bicalloso redu cti ss imo duos lobulos laterales 
trian gulares incipi entes ferenti, nectario amplo afronte cavitatis stigmati cae, angusto ve rsus fundum , di stin ctum. 

Hierba epífita, simpodial, escanden te, ca. de 37 cm de alto. Raíces originándose a lo largo de los entrenudos basales de 
cada tallo, ca rnosas, delgadas. 0.5-1 mm de ~rosor. Tallos sencillos, proa ucidos de la parfe inferi or del tallo anterior, tipo 
ca ña, teretes en la base y lateralmente aplanados arriba, delgados, erectos, ligeramente flexuosos, 25 x 2.5-5.5 cm; 
cubiertos en la base por vainas tubulares no foliáceas, 25 mm de largo. HOjas 6, di stribuidas en la '/2 al2ical del tallo, 
altern as, arti cu ladas, las inferiores generalmente caedizas; va ina tubular, finamente estri ada, 11-23 x 2.5-5.5 mm; lámina 
angostamente elíptica, aguda, dimlllutamente api culada, margen entero, 3-7 x 0.7-1.1 cm. Bráctea espatácea ausente. 
Inflorescencia apical{ florece una sola vez, paniculada, la panícula comfJuesta por 3 racimos co rtos, paucitlora, laxa{ erecta., 
12 cm de largo; peaúnculo lateralmente aplanado, ancipitoso, recto, 55 mm de largo, provisto en la palte meaia de I 
bráctea tubul ar en la base, conduplicada en el áp ice, aguda, 10 mm de largo; raquis lafe ralmente aplanado, ancipitosor algo 
flexuoso. Brácteas florales más cortas que el ovari o, tnangulares, agudas( conduplicadas, aml?lexicaules, 2-3 mm de argo. 
Ovario terete, delgado, no inflado, li so, 6 mm de largo. FTores 20, simu táneas, no resupinadas, sépalos y pétalos amarillo 
verdosos con manchas marrónes, labelo bl anco; sin datos de fragancia. Sépalos extendidos, libres, obovados, redondeados, 
diminutamente apiculados, 5-nervados, margen entero, 5.7 x 3 mm. Pétalos extendidos, libres, cuneaao espatulados, 
truncado red ondeados, diminutamente apicurados, 3-n ervados, margen entero 5.3 x 1.7 mm. labelo unido a la co lumna, 
muy reducido, suborbicular en forma general, subentero, el margen muy irregurar; bi ca ll oso, con un l2ar de quillas carnosas, 
bajas; formando incip ientemente un par de lóbu los laterales pequeños, triangulares 0.8 x 3.5 mm ; lóbulo medio 
transversalmente subrectangular, redonaeado, diminutamente apiculado, 1.7 x 4 mm. Columna recta, algo engrosada, 4 
mm de largo Clinandrio sóbrepasando ligeramente el áp ice de la columna, margen dentado. Antera subrenlforme, con una 
quilla dorsal ca rnosa, 2-locular. Polinios 2; obovoides, lateralmente aplanados; caudículas 2, laminares, duras. Rostelo 
ap ica l, hend ido. lóbulos laterales del estigma obsoletos. Nectario sin penetrar el perianto, amplio frente a la cavidad 
estigmática, angosto y agudo a la altura del peri anto. Cápsula no vista. 

Epiphytic{ sympod ial scandent herb. Roots originating alon}!. th e basal intern odes of each stem, fl eshy, thin. Stems simple, 
producea from the lower part of the wevious stem, cane-ITke, terete at the base, laterall ):' compressed aboye, thin, erect, 
sli ghtly flexuous; the lower part coverea by non-foli aceous, tubular sheaths. leaves 6, distributed along the api cal half of the 
stem, alternate, articu late, th e lower ones generall y deciduous; sheath tubular, minutely stri ated ; brade narrowly elliptic, 
acute, minutely ap iculate, margin entire. Inflorescence apical, flowering only once, paniculate, the panicle formed by 3 
sho lt racemes, lax, few-flowerea, erect; peduncle laterally compressed, anciptiose, straight( provided in th e middle w ith one 
bracts, tubular towards the base, condupli cate aboye, acute, rachis lateral1y compressea, ancipitose, somew hat fl exuou s. 
Floral bracts shorter that the ovary, tri angular, acute, cond uplicate, amplex lcaul. Ovary terete, thin, not inflated, smooth. 
Flowers 20 simultaneous, non-resupinafe sepals and petals greenish yellow w ith brown spots, the lip w hite. Sepals 
spread ing, h'ee, obovate, rounded, minute(y ap iculate, 5-veineá, margin entire. Petals sp read lllg, free, cuneate-spatulate, 
truncate 10 rounded, minutely apiculate, 3-veined, margin entire. Lip united to the column, very reduced, suborbicular in 
general outline, subentire, the margin very irregular; bicallose, w ith a pair of low keels; forminga pair of small, incipient, 
friangular la tera l lo bes; midlobe transve rse ly subrectangular, roundea, minutely apiculate. Column strai~ht, somewhat 
thicKened. Clinandrium-hood slightly longer than the apex of the column, entire, margin dentate. Anther su5reniform, w ith 
a fleshy dorsal keel, 2-celled. Pollillla 2, obovoid, laterally compressed caudicles 2, laminar, hard. Rostellum apical, slit. 
Nectary w ithout penetrating the ovary, w ide in front of the stigm atic cavity, narrow and acute at the bottom. 

OTHER SPECIMENS : None seen. 

OTHER RECORDS : PANAMÁ: Chiriquí: Cerro Punta, Finca Dracula, Soto sn., spirit, AMO! 

DISTRIBUTION ANO ECOlOGY: Known only from the summit of the cordillera in western Panama, epiphytic at 2200 m 
altitude. Flowering in March. 

RECOGNITlON: Epidendrum dwyerioides belongs to th e Neowilliamsia Group characterized by the ancipitose stems and 
rachis¡ the rachi s with condupli cate, acute bracts, di stichous, non-resupinate flowe rs, th e lip often digitate and the 2 or 4 
pollinla w ith 2 hard , laminar, caudicles. The species is recognized by the paniculate infl orescence w ith greenish yellow 
flowers with brown spots, a ve ry reduced subentire, w hite lip w ith a pair of tnangular laterall obes, the nectary w ide in front 
of the sti gmatic cavity and narrow at the bottom. Epidendrum dwyeri Hágsater has a similar inflo rescence but the flowers are 

larger (sepa ls 7-8. 6 mm long), the lip subentire w ith th e 
margin sllluate to forming 4, short, digit-like lobes. 
Epicfendrum philowercklei Hágsater & ESantiago has 
the lip clea rl y 3- lobed, w ith the column and claw of the 
lip forming a w ide aperture and the nectary w ide and 
rounded al the bottom. 
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Authors: E. Hágsater & E. Santiago 

CONSERVATION STATUS: DO. Data defi cient. 

ETYMOlOGY: in reference to the similarity of this 
species to E. dwyerihthus the ending OEliS'1C;, indicating 
resemblance. Dr. Jo n D . Dwye r{ was Curator Emeritus 
of the Missouri Botanical Garaen, and specialist in 
Central Ameri can Rubiaceae. 
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